TZEDAKAH LESSONS 
Goals: 

􀂾To have students explore the differences and relationships between Charity, Tzedakah, and Gemilut Chasidim. 

􀂾To explore thoughts, opinions and feelings connected with doing Tzedakah. 

􀂾To gain insight into reasons for doing Tzedakah. 
Objectives: 
By the end of the lesson, the student will be able to: 

􀂾List the eight stages of Tzedakah by Maimonides. 

􀂾Compare and contrast the different stages. 

􀂾Explain why the highest stage is Tzedakah 

􀂾Explain the difference and relationships between Charity, Tzedakah and Gemilut Chasidim. 

􀂾Identify and reflect on their own Tzedakah habits. 

Set Induction: 

Pass out one (1) one dollar bill to each person. 

Do not play with the bill, just leave it face up on the table in front of you. 
How many of you are bombarded with people constantly asking you for money? 
What groups and individuals approach you? 

I want to tell you a couple of stories about people who are looking for money: 
This story of Sylvia Orzoff was published in the Los Angeles Times. 
“Sylvia is 78 years old, four foot eleven, 91 pounds, has diabetes and wears a pacemaker. Six days a week, virtually every week of the year from 8:00 a.m. until noon, rain or shine, feeling good or in pain, this tiny, frail, retired waitress stands outside Canter’s Delicatessen on Fairfax Street. She paces back and forth rattling a tin blue and white Jewish National Fund Box urging people to donate. “Ladies and Gentlemen….. You got two dollars? Put one in here. 

It’s a routine she has performed without fail for the past 24 years. How much can one person raise over such a long period of time? Thousands of dollars, to be sure. Maybe even hundreds of thousands. But if the little, old, sickly lady is Sylvia Orzoff, try nearly 2.5 million dollars – most of it in quarters. “ 

This is another story. 

Each year, right before Rosh Hashanah, Mike Winter calls and repeats his tale to you. For 43 years he puts out a plea for money for the college fund that he administers. You see, his son was killed in the Holocaust and he is now trying to continue his memory by making money available to people who want to go to college. You see, his son had a dream of being a doctor until the cruelty of Hitler killed him, killed his dreams and almost killed the dreams of an entire people. Mike has collected a few thousand dollars, which he lends out to students on a need basis. Mike is very proud of the fact that almost 70% of the people he has loaned money to have paid him back in one way or another. 
This is the story of a man whose name we do not know. We see him or someone who looks like him cross the street and head towards us everyday. His clothes are torn at the hem and the coat he wears is old beyond days. As he approaches us, his aura of despair overtakes the street. His eyes are swollen and you can see the yellow dirty tint to his skin. It is the disease of someone who lives on the street. He is here not out of any particular reason, but somehow his destiny has taken him to living in a cardboard box in a vacant lot nearby. You tense as the man gets closer. Your eyes do not meet his, but his presence fills your space. He blocks your path in a passive aggressive stance and asks for some money. 
Each of you has in front of you one dollar. This is now your money. I will be passing around three envelopes. You must now allocate your dollar into the three envelopes. One is marked “Mike Winter/Hebrew Free Loan Society”. One is marked “Sylvia Orzoff/Jewish National Fund”. The third is marked “No Name/No Street People”. To aid you in your decision, please be assured that this money will actually go to the place that you choose and will not go to the place you did not choose. When the envelopes are passed, as discreetly as possible, put your money into the fund you have chosen. 

It is your money and you may choose not to donate to any of the three. 

One last thing I would like the class to do is to decide together if the total amount in each envelope should be revealed at the end of the workshop. 

Questions? 

Our tradition teaches us many things about Gemilut Chasidim, Charity and Tzedakah. Figuring out the differences between all of these can be very difficult, but for a more complete understanding of our actions, it is important to explore. 

Learning Activity: 

On a chalkboard, write the words “Charity”, Gemilut Chasidim” and “Tzedakah”. Have people list the things they think fit in the different columns. Use as criteria the following: 

Charity: Giving money to the poor. 

Gemilut Chasidim: Giving money or service to the rich or poor, living or dead AND doing it because we are pursuing holiness by doing God-like behavior. 

After developing these three lists, hand out the quotations on the Tzedakah quotations sheet (attached). 
Have them read the quotations out loud and then, using the items in the middle category, add them to the list until a sufficient number of items are present to extract a definition of Tzedakah. Use as a criteria the following: 

Tzedakah: Giving compassionately to the poor while having an awareness that it is through the redistribution of God’s possessions that we are able to pursue the Holiness of God-like behavior. 

Then ask them to rank the list on the board. 

After ranking, hand out Maimonides stages of Tzedakah. Compare and contrast our list with the Rambam’s list. 

Closure: using the eight stages, rank the three different recipients that were used in the Set Induction. 

Materials: 
♦ Tzedakah quotation sheet 

♦ Eight stages of Tzedakah 

♦ One dollar bills 

♦ Three envelopes marked with the name of the recipients of Tzedakah. 

